CHAPTER IX

(A.D. 1572-1692)

IN A.D. 1556 Itimad Khan had made a so-called division
of Gujarat among the various nobles, and had allotted
Sorath to Tatar Khan Ghori, Governor of the province.
The formal allotment was probably made with the idea
of gaining a powerful friend, for Tatar Khan had become
virtually independent of Gujarat after the death of
Bahadur Shah. Some time between A.D. 1570 and 1575
he died, and was succeeded by his son, Amin Khan Ghori.
Great confusion now reigned in Saurashtra. All central
authority was removed and the several rulers engaged
in a game of land grabbing, the principal offender in
this respect being Jam Satarsal of Nawanagar, who waged
his wars so successfully that he became completely
independent, owing suzerainty to none. After con-
quering Gujarat, the Emperor Akbar decided to reduce

jSorath to his authority, and ordered Wazir Khan, who
was appointed Deputy Viceroy of Gujarat in A.D. 1575,
to attempt the task of subjugation. Mirza Khan, the
General deputed for the task, found he was unable to
carry out the orders. Marching into Sorath with a force
of 4000 mounted men, he was met just over the frontier

^between the two provinces by a messenger from Amin
Khan Ghori, who sent word to say he agreed to pay
tribute and surrender the country, on the condition of
his being allowed to retain Junagadh fort, and that a
grant of land be given him. These proposals did not
satisfy the Moghal General, and he continued his march
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